
 

 

Teaching and Learning Special Meeting Minutes 
November 30, 2017 

Stonington High School Library, 5:30 p.m. 
 

In attendance: D. Downie, A. Garvey, J. Morehouse, J. McCurdy, M. Butler 
 
Meeting called to order by D. Downie at 5:31 p.m. 
 
Approval of the minutes.   
October meeting minutes approved with the following changes: Meeting called to order by D. Downie. 
Motion by DD, 2nd by AG 
 
Deans Mill School Improvement Plan 
 

Jennifer McCurdy reviewed the Deans Mill School Improvement Plan. The plan aligns with the District 
Improvement specifically focusing on the goal 2.  The plan has three goals: increase cognitive 
engagement for all students and rigor for all students through student-centered learning, use of the 
growth mindset in the You Block for supplemental instruction for all students, and developing common 
practices for RTI and interventions. 
 
Title 4 Grant Application 
 

The Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) Grant proposed programs and funding was 
reviewed. The entitlement funds will be used to support three small, but important projects. First, a 
STEAM after school club will be launched in February at Pawcatuck Middle School and run through April.  
Sessions will take place after school twice a week and feature lessons with Google Tilt Brush and Virtual 
Goggle Expeditions as well as other design challenges.  Secondly, funds will be used to provide a 
targeted transition program for at risk 8th grade students to afford them an authentic high school 
readiness experience in the spring of 2018.  Finally, a middle school one-week STEAM summer camp will 
also be funded through this grant. Students from both middle schools will be able to attend with priority 
given to students with academic need. 
 
Future Programming 
 

Plans for district-funded field trips and partnerships with local non-profits including NESS was discussed. 
The administration supports building strong relationships with the rich resources Stonington has to offer 
and deliberately align those experiences with the standards-based curriculum. 
 
New Business 
 

A memo from the Superintendent requesting the addition of early release days was overviewed with the 
committee.  Rationale for each request and for the change in release time to represent a “true half-day” 
was provided. The memo will go to the full Board on December 14, 2017. 
 
SEF awardees and related projects were presented to the committee. 
 
The possibility of creating new exploratory offerings at the middle school level should consolidation 
happen was discussed without unduly influencing current successful programs. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 6:45 p.m.     
             
       Respectfully Submitted by:  
       Mary Anne Butler, Assistant Superintendent 


