5145.4

Students

Nondiscrimination

The Stonington Board of Education affirms that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious creed, age, marital status, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, learning disability, mental retardation and mental disability or physical disability, in the educational programs, employment, or activities which it operates. The Stonington Board of Education hereby designates the Superintendent of Schools, in his/her capacity as the executive agent for the Board, as the employee responsible to coordinate its efforts to comply with and carry out its responsibilities under Title IX Regulations of the Education Amendments of 1972 and any other federal and state laws and regulations affirming nondiscrimination for any situation.  The Superintendent of Schools is directed to investigate any complaint communicated to the Board of Education, alleging noncompliance by the Stonington Board of Education with the regulations of Title IX and any other federal and state laws and regulations affirming nondiscrimination for any situation.

and any other federal and state laws and regulations affirming nondiscrimination for any situation, or any alleged actions of the Stonington Board of Education which would be prohibited by Title IX regulations and any other federal and state laws and regulations affirming nondiscrimination for any situation.

Pursuant to the regulations, the superintendent shall adopt and publish grievance procedures providing for prompt and equitable resolution of student and employee complaints alleging any action which would be prohibited by Title IX regulations and any other federal and state laws and regulations affirming nondiscrimination for any situation.

(cf. 0521 - Equal opportunity plan)

(cf. 5145.61 - re Student Grievance Procedure -Title IX)

(cf. 5145.62 - re Student Grievance Procedure Handicap)

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes

1015c Discrimination in public schools prohibited.....

10226a Pupils of racial minorities

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972

Section 504, U.S. Rehabilitation Act, 1973
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Students

COMPLAINT

A.
Purpose

The following procedures, as required by law, are intended to provide for the prompt and equitable resolution of student and employee complaints alleging any action which would be prohibited by Title IX regulations and any other federal and state laws and regulations affirming nondiscrimination for any situation.

B.
Procedure - Student Complaint

1. Since it is important that a complaint be processed as rapidly as possible, the 

number of days indicated at each level should be considered as maximum and every effort should be made to expedite the process.

2. A complaint shall be presented orally at Level One of the procedure and must be 

presented in written form at all other levels of the procedure specifically outlining the basis for the complaint. The order of procedure outlined below shall be followed.

3. All procedures wherein the aggrieved student and the party in interest meet to 

discuss the complaint may be held within or outside the specified school hours, at the discretion of the Stonington staff member. All meetings in the grievance procedure may be held within or outside the specified school hours.

C.
Formal Procedure

1.
Level One Principals

(a) A student or students within the Stonington Public Schools having a complaint 

shall first present it, orally or in writing, specifically outlining the complaint, to the appropriate school principal.

(b) The principal will meet with the aggrieved student or students as soon as possible 

and will render a decision, orally or in writing, within ten (10) schooldays after receipt of the complaint.
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Students

COMPLAINT (continued)

C.
Formal Procedure (continued)

2.
Level Two - Superintendent of Schools

(a) In the event the aggrieved student is not satisfied with the decision at 

Level One, he/she has five (5) school days to file a statement of appeal with the Superintendent of Schools. In the event no decision has been rendered within ten (10) school days after the presentation of the grievance at Level Two, the individual may file an appeal within five (5) school days following the ten (10) school days period of reply. The appeal shall be in writing and shall set forth the specificity the grievance asserted and its disposition at Level One.

(b) The Superintendent of Schools shall be the hearing agent at this Level of 

the grievance procedure. Within ten (10) school days after receipt of the complaint by the Superintendent, he/she shall meet with the aggrieved student and all parties in interest in an effort to resolve the difficulty.

(c) The decision at Level Two will be rendered to the aggrieved person and 

the party in interest in written form within ten (10) school days after the meeting at which the complaint was discussed.

3.
Level Three Board of Education

In the event that the aggrieved student is not satisfied with the disposition of his/her complaint at Level Two, he/she has five (5) school days to file a statement of appeal with the Board of Education. In the event no decision has been rendered within ten (10) school days after the presentation of the complaint at Level Two, the student may file an appeal within five (5) school days following the ten (10) school days period of reply. The appeal shall be in writing and shall set forth with specificity the complaint asserted and its disposition at Level One and Two. The Board of Education or a designated two member subcommittee thereof will meet with the aggrieved student and all parties in interest in executive session within thirty (30) school days of the receipt of the written appeal. A decision will be rendered in writing within ten (10) school days of the executive session.


Student appeal beyond the Board of Education is to the Connecticut State Board 

of Education and/or the Commissioner of Education.
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