Rights of Homeless Students

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) creates new requirements for the capacity and
training LEA McKinney-Vento liaisons and outlines the following ten liaison duties:

e (i)homeless children and youth are identified by school personnel through
outreach and coordination with other entities and agencies;

e (ii) homeless children and youth are enrolled, and have a full and equal
opportunity to succeed, in school;

e  (iii) homeless families, children and youth receive educational services for which
they are eligible, including Head Start, early intervention, and other preschool
programs administered by the LEA;

e  (iv) homeless families, children and youth receive referrals to health, dental,
mental health, housing, substance abuse, and other appropriate services;

e (v) parents or guardians are informed of the educational and related
opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful
opportunities to participate;

e (vi) public notice of homeless students’ rights is disseminated in locations
frequented by parents, guardians and unaccompanied youth, including schools,
shelters, libraries and soup kitchens, in an understandable manner and form;

e  (vii) enrollment disputes are mediated;

e (viii) parents, guardians and unaccompanied youth are informed of and assisted
in accessing transportation services, including transportation to the school of origin;

e (ix) school personnel providing McKinney-Vento services receive professional
development and other support; and

e (x) unaccompanied youth are enrolled in school, have opportunities to meet the
same challenging academic standards other children and youth, including through
receiving partial credits, and are informed of their status as independent students for
the FAFSA and receive verification of that status. 42 USC 811432(g)(6)(A)

Questions? Please contact the Stonington Public School McKinney- Vento Liaison:

Allison Van Etten
Director of Special Services
Stonington Public Schools
860-572-0506 ext 4.



